Comb (finger joints).

· These are sometimes called finger joints and like dovetail joints can be attractive to look at if they have been made correctly.

· The dovetail was difficult to cut with machinery. As a result the comb joint was developed.

· Comb joints are relatively easy to cut both by hand and with machinery such as band saws.

· Comb jigs can be bought. They will help you cut the joints accurately.

The image below is of a close up of the toolbox. It can be seen that the joints that have been used to make the trays are comb joints.To the right of the toolbox close up is an illustration of a comb joint. Careful marking out has to take place if the joint is to bee a tight fit.
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A decorative variation of the comb joint.

· Comb joints and dovetail joints are both attractive joints. The joint below is a variation of the comb joint. Hardwood strips have been cut to thee exact size of the comb fingers. They have been glued into place. The whole joint has been made more interesting by using this technique.
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Lap joint 
· This child's toy storage unit is an example of a box joint construction.

· It has been made from MDF and has been joined together using a particular box joint called a lap joint. In order to increase the strength of the joint it not only has been glued but also screwed together with countersunk screws (we examined these types of screws in lesson four of this topic). The heads of the screws have been buried under the surface of the MDF and filled with wood filler.
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